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Newsletter No: 183 January 2004 

 
New contact details; please up date your records 

 
The Society for Reproduction and Fertility 

SRF Business Office, 
Procon Conferences Ltd, 

Tattersall House, 
East Parade, 
Harrogate, 

North Yorkshire, 
HG1 5LT, UK 

Tel: +44 (0)1423 564488 
Fax: +44 (0)1423 701433 

E-mail: SRFSecretariat@procon-conferences.co.uk 
 

Chairman’s thoughts from Alan McNeil ly 
 
Well, SRF has now entered 2004 and all the changes we have made are beginning to bear fruit. Soon 
we will be a debt-free society with assets available to progress the items that we indicated at the last 
AGM and highlighted in the last Newsletter. Amongst these are support for workshops, and an 
extension to our summer student program. 
 
In addition, it seems probable that we will be able to launch the SRF PhD studentships, giving 3 to 4 
years funding plus laboratory expenses and fees for a number of students. The details of this scheme 
are currently being finalised so look for an announcement soon for studentships beginning in October 
2005. 
 
SRF is pleased to be supporting both the European Testis Workshop, and the National Ovarian 
Workshop . These are successful, established workshops that are excellent forums for everyone from 
PhD students onwards. We now wish to encourage and promote the establishment of regular 
workshops in other areas of reproductive biology. If you have a burning desire to organise a workshop 
then contact us and we will endeavour to help, either directly or indirectly. By simplifying our 
application procedures we hope that in the future SRF will be able to offer sponsorship or logistical 
support to help ensure the success of such ventures. 
 
Reproduction is progressing as your journal and the introduction of Highwire will ensure that we stay 
at the forefront of electronic publishing. We need your best papers so consider Reproduction as a 
number one choice whenever possible. Colour is still free! 
 
A special thank you must go to Bob Webb who finished his term of office as Editor-in-Chief of 
Reproduction in December 2003. During his time in office Bob steered the amalgamation of JRF and 
Reviews of Reproduction to produce Reproduction, your new journal. This required much tact and the 
end product is an excellent advertisement for SRF. Additional thanks go to David Whitt ingh am who 
now stands down as Vice-Chairman. Before, during and after the amalgamation of SSF and JRF Ltd 
David has been a tower of strength and continues to support the Council in many different ways. 
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On that note, several members of Coun cil  are nearing the end of their terms of office and we need 
replacements urgently. You will see elsewhere the call for nominations and I urge you to consider 
joining Council. There is now a bright future in front of SRF and Council will have the ability to take 
SRF forward with a secure financial base. I wish to thank Bruce Campbell  for all his hard work for 
Council as he stands down in April, and all other members of Council for their immense efforts in 
steering SRF through very difficult times in the last 4 years. The changes since this time last year 
have been formidable and the future is bright. So come and join Council, attend the meetings and 
workshops and have your say with regard to how SRF should move forward. 
 
Have a good 2004. 
 
 
From the General Secretary 
 
Welcome to ou r new look Newsletter! We 
hope you like the new format and find the 
content useful. Please let us know if you have 
news or information you would like to see in 
future issues. We plan to produce electronic or 
hard copy newsletters as required, to allow us 
to keep costs to the membership down as far 
as possible. If you would prefer to receive all 
future copies on paper, please let the SRF 
membership office know. 
 
The membership activities of the Society have 
now been completely transferred to Procon 
Conferences Ltd, where Jane Manson and 
Kate Latham will be pleased to help you with 
any queries you may have. You will find the 
new contact details for the membership office 
on the front page. Please make a note of 
these for future correspondence.  
 
We have also transferred our publishing 
activities to Bioscientifica who will handle all 
future manuscripts submitted for publication in 
Reproduction. A new dedicated website for 
the journal is soon to be launched which will 
allow on-line submission of manuscripts and 
greater functionality when accessing papers. 
In the meantime, correspondence regarding 
Reproduction can be directed to: 

 
 

Reproduction 
BioScientifica Ltd 

Euro House 
22 Apex Court 

Woodlands 
Bradley Stoke 

Bristol, BS32 4JT, UK 
Tel: +44 (0)1454 642241 
Fax: +44 (0)1454 642222 

Email: reprodu ction@bioscientifica.com 
 
Those colleagues in North America may prefer 
to submit papers directly through our North 
American receiving office: 

 
Professor Mike Smith 

North American Receiving Office for 
Reproduction 

Department of Animal Science 
University of Missouri 

160 Animal Science Center 
Columbia, Missouri 65211, USA 

Tel: +1 573 882 8239 
Fax +1 573 882 6827 

Email smithmf@missouri.edu 
 
Since the merger of SSF and JRF in 2001, the 
Coun cil and Committees of the Society have 
been very active securing the Society’s future 
for its membership. You may or may not be 
aware of the current committee structure 
designed to increase the input of the 
membership into the Society’s activities. In 
order to maintain the influx of novel ideas and 
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meet the requirements of the wider 
membership we are seeking new Council and 
Committee members to stand for election at 
the next AGM which will be held at the Annual 
Conference in Ghent in April. Further details of 
the Council and Committee structure are 
provided elsewhere in the Newsletter, but if 
you are interested in putting yourself forward 
for election and would like more information, 
please feel free to contact me. 
 
I hope by now you have had time to register 
for the next conference in Ghent. Additional 
details are provided later in this Newsletter. 

 
Finally, have you seen ou r new w ebsite? 
www.srf-reproduction.org We hope you 
have had time to explore the new website. It 
provides us with a quick and easy way to get 
information out to our current and prospective 
members. We hope in future that it will be 
regularly updated with useful information, so 
please come back and visit it frequently. If you 
have news, views and information you would 
like to share with other members, please pass 
them on to me. 
 
Amanda Pickard, General Secretary 

 
 

Committee News 
 
REPORT FROM THE MEETINGS 
COMMITTEE  
 
The major item of business at the most recent 
SRF Meetings Committee was to finalise 
arrangements for the " Joint European 
Conference in Reprodu ction and Fertili ty"  
in Ghent (incorporating the SRF Annual 
Conference 2004). Four high quality 
nominations for the SRF New Investigator 
were received, and after due deliberation, the 
Meetings Committee were delighted to 
recommend Lisa Thurston for this prestigious 
award. Congratulations to Lisa, who will 
present her New Investigator Lecture on 
“Molecular Advances in Sperm 
Cryopreservation” on Tuesday April 6 at this 
year's annual conference in Ghent and, as 
part of a new exchange programme, at the 
SSR Annual Conference in 2005 in Quebec. 
Congratulations also to the 3 other applicants 
for this award, all of whom were highly 
commended by the panel of 5 independent 
judges, and were accordingly invited to apply 
again for the New Investigator Award in 2005. 
Finally, congratulations to the 3 post-graduate 
students short-listed to for this year's SRF 
Student Prize. The Meetings Committee had 
a hard task short-listing the 3 best candidates 
from the 16 abstracts submitted for the 2004 

Student Prize, so this promises to be an 
exciting prize session. 
 
Having repeatedly highlighted the steady 
decline in abstract and delegate numbers at 
recent conferences, I am delighted to report 
that 84 free communications were submitted 
for Ghent, as compared to 81 abstracts for the 
last “stand-alone” SRF Annual Conference in 
Leeds. Hence, it would appear that recent 
changes to the timing and format of the SRF 
Conference, now held jointly with sister 
Societies from either the UK or continental 
Europe, have held in abeyance any further 
decline in abstract submissions. The scientific 
programme for Ghent, which was recently 
finalised, looks very strong, and updated 
details will soon be available on the SRF 
website at: www.srf-
reprodu ction.org/events/conf2004/ (click on 
"Scientific Programme"). Thanks to Ann van 
Soom and colleagues on the Ghent LOC, and 
to Kate, Jane, Vicky, Sharon & Peter at 
Procon for all their hard-work in organising 
such a strong conference in such an 
impressive venue. 
 
I am also delighted to report that agreement 
has been reached between the ACE, BAS, 
BFS and SRF on a comprehensive series of 
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guidelines governing the future organisation of 
the Joint Fertility conferences to be held 
biannually in the UK. A structure now exists 
whereby a Joint Finance Committee 
(comprising the respective Society Treasurers) 
and a Joint Conference Management 
Committee (comprising the Society 
Programme/Meetings Secretaries) plan the 
financial, scientific and logistic elements of the 
conference under the watchful eye of a Joint 
Executive Committee made up of all of the 
relevant Society Officers. Under this new 
structure, I am happy to report that plans are 
advancing for the next ªFertilityº conference, 
Fertili ty2005, which will be held in Warwick on 
April 4-6 inclusive, 2005. We hope that a 
similar federative structure can also be put in 
place with sister European Societies to ensure 
that SRF can be an equal partner in Joint 
European Conferences in 2006 and beyond. 
 
As a quick reminder, details of future SRF 
conferences, together with SRF-funded 
workshops and non-SRF conferences, can 
now be found on the Society's website at: 
www.srf-reprodu ction.org/events/  
 
I close this report, as always, by thanking 
members of the Meetings Committee for their 
continued hard-work and support, and SRF 
Council for acting so expediently on 
recommendations arising from the Committee. 
I would also like to invite further feedback from 
Society members on the ways you would like 
to see YOUR conferences evolving over the 
years to come. 
 
Tony Michael – SRF Programme Secretary 
and Chair of the Meetings Committee 
 

 
REPORT FROM THE PUBLICATIONS 
COMMITTEE 
 
It is now official: as from January 1st 2004, 
John Carroll is the new Editor-in-Chief of 
Reproduction. He has had a bit of a head 
start since he took over unofficially in 
September 2003. As you will read below he 
has been very busy implementing some new 
and exciting initiatives. We hope that he can 
sustain the momentum! John succeeds Bob 
Webb in the role of Editor-in-Chief and once 
again the Publications Committee would like to 
acknowledge and thank Bob for the 
magnificent job he has done: first with the 
Journal of Reproduction and Fertility and then 
with Reproduction. 
 
The SRF will continue to publish Supplements. 
Nottingham University Press (NUP) has 
agreed to produce them for the SRF. If any 
one associated with a meeting believes that it 
may give rise to a publication in the tradition of 
our previous Supplements then they should 
contact me directly. NUP will soon be 
marketing back copies of our Supplements so 
please keep a look out for some VERY special 
introductory discounts on these. Details can 
and/or will be found at the NUP website 
(www.nup.com), in the NUP catalogue (which 
will be sent to all SRF members shortly) and 
on the SRF website. These introductory offers 
will be for a limited time only. Some 
Supplements have only small numbers of 
copies remaining so please take advantage of 
these exceptional offers. 
 
Joanne Murray - Chair of the Publications 
Committee 
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Editorial Comment – Reproduction Volume 
127, January 2004 
 
Reproduction and its predecessor, JRF, have 
a long and distinguished history in publishing 
high quality papers in the field of reproductive 
physiology and endocrinology. From January 
2004 we shall be striving to maintain our 
excellence in these areas and to increase the 
breadth of papers with a particular focus on 
cell ular and molecular mechanisms of 
reprodu ction , particularly in model systems. 
 
To attract more papers on cellular and 
molecular mechanisms of reproduction we 
have strengthened the editorial board with 12 
of the best research scientists in their 
respective fields. We will also be running a 
series of ‘Focus’ issues (3 per year) that will 
have a guest editor and will contain reviews 
and three or four research papers on the 
theme. Focus topics being planned include, 
Fertilization, ART, Epigenetics and 
Implantation.  
 
In addition to papers focussing on our 
traditional strengths and cellular and molecular 
mechanisms of reproduction, papers on the 
biology and application of more applied topics, 
including, ART, cloning and stem cell 
technologies are also encouraged. 
Developments in reproductive technologies 
often drive new fields of research and we 
support the relationship between the basic 
science and the applied aspects of 
reproduction.  
 
2004 also sees the launch of Reproduction-
on line. This will provide access to fully linked 

online text with all the features of Highwire 
Press. We are encouraging authors to submit 
online via the Espere system built into our 
website. Reviewing will also be done remotely, 
as well as much of the work of the members of 
the editorial board. It is all very efficient. If you 
are reading this editorial in the pages of the 
Journal I encourage you to visit 
www.reprodu ction-online.org later in the 
month when it goes live. We will continue to 
develop reproduction-online so that we can 
provide a top quality online journal as well as 
access to breaking news in research and in 
the more topical issues of applied reproductive 
technologies. In June 2004 we will start 
‘Reprodu ction-in-Press’ where papers will be 
published electronically as soon as they are 
accepted. All this will mean improvements in 
efficiency and publication times. 
 
It is not all change though! The Society of 
Reproduction and Fertility has always, and will 
continue to publish Reproduction with the 
objective of supporting research in 
reproductive biology in its broadest sense. 
Authors are distinctly advantaged by our policy 
of NO page charges and FREE colour. All 
proceeds are ploughed back into the society's 
activities to assist with funding conferences, 
travel to conferences, summer studentships 
and, when finances permit; PhD studentships 
and post-doctoral fellowships. To continue and 
develop our initiatives in these areas we need 
you to publish your good work in the Journal 
and to make sure your institution has, what is, 
a very reasonably priced subscription to 
Reproduction.  
 
John Carroll - Editor-in-Chief  

 
 

Society AGM 
 

The Society AGM will be held at the Annual Conference in Ghent, on Mond ay 5th April 2004 in the 
Aula between 13.00 and 13.30. Please send any items you wish to see included on the agenda to the 
General Secretary, via the Business Office, to arrive no later than Friday 5th March, 2004. 
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SRF Council and Committees 

 
Since the merger of SSF and JRF in 2001, the Society has been managed through the activities of its 
Coun cil of Management and four advisory committees. At the 2004 AGM, we need to elect a 
number of new Council members, in accordance with the Articles of Association of the company and 
the requirements of the Charities Commission. Council is made up of the Officers, the Editor-in-Chief, 
the Chairs of the Publications, Meetings and Education and Development Committees and up to four 
other Councillors nominated by Statutory Members and two Councillors co-opted by Non-Statutory 
Members. 
 
At every AGM, all members of Council must resign, but may stand for re-election by the Statutory 
members of the Society. Ordinary members of Council may serve for a continuous term of up to four 
years, after which time they must not stand for re-election for at least one year (unless elected as an 
Officer in the meantime). Officers may serve for no more than five years before retiring from Council 
for at least one year. In order to provide continuity for posts that have additional responsibility, we 
propose to establish a system of ªwork-shadowingº to allow future candidates to become familiar with 
the roles and responsibilities of the different positions. 
 
The advisory committees are made up of both members of Council and other members of the Society 
with an active interest in its structure and management. Most meet around twice per year, with other 
business conducted by email or telephone as required. Each advisory committee consists of a 
Chairman appointed by Council and at least three members (of which, at least one member shall be a 
Councilllor). If you would be interested in serving on  an advisory committee, please let the 
General Secretary know via the Business Office (SRFSecretariat@procon-conferences.co.uk). 
Expenses to attend Council and Committee meetings are paid. 
 
The following lists describe the current structure of Council and the advisory committees, and 
highlight those roles on Council where the current incumbent is due to retire at the next AGM. 
 
TO ALL STATUTORY MEMBERS We are seeking nominations for members of Council to be elected 
at the forthcoming AGM in April 2004. Candidates must be nominated by two statutory members of 
the Society (contact the General Secretary for details of current statutory members). Attached to the 
end of this Newsletter is a nomination form (Form A), which should be returned to the SRF Business 
Office by no later than Friday 5th March 2004. If you would like further details on any of the positions 
available, please contact the General Secretary. 
 
TO ALL NON-STATUTORY MEMBERS We would like to invite nominations for two non-statutory 
members to be co-opted to Council at the next AGM. Each candidate must be proposed by two non -
statutory members of the Society, and must indicate their willingness to stand by signing the 
declaration on the attached nomination form (Form B). Please ensure that the form is returned to the 
SRF Business Office by no later than Friday 5th March 2004. 
 
If the number of nominations exceeds the number of vacancies on Council, ballots of the Statutory 
and Non-Statutory members (respectively) will take place at the AGM. 
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Council of Management 
 

Chairman (Officer)     Prof Alan McNeilly (Retires AGM 2005) 
Vice Chairman (Officer)    Prof David Whittingham (Retires AGM 2004) 
Treasurer (Officer)     Dr Keith Jones (Retires AGM 2005) 
General Secretary (Officer)    Dr Amanda Pickard (Retires AGM 2006) 
Programme Secretary (Officer)    Dr Tony Michael (Retires AGM 2005) 
Publications Committee Chair    Dr Joanne Murray (Retires AGM 2006) 
Education and Development Committee Chair Dr Bruce Campbell (Retires AGM 2004) 
Ordinary Member     Dr Richard Anderson (Retires AGM 2006) 
Ordinary Member     Dr Daniel Brison (Retires AGM 2006) 
Ordinary Member     Dr Victoria Nixon (Retires AGM 2006) 
Ordinary Member     Dr Lisa Thurston (Retires AGM 2006) 
Ordinary Member     Dr Henry Jabbour (Co-opted for 2003-2004) 
Editor-in-Chief      Dr John Carroll (ex officio) 
 

Composition o f Advisory Committees 
 

Finance Committee Meetings 
Committee 

Education and 
Development Committee 

Publications 
Committee 

Dr Keith Jones 
(Chairman) 

Dr Tony Michael 
(Chairman) 

Dr Bruce Campbell 
(Chairman) 

Dr Joanne Murray 
(Chairman) 

Prof David 
Whittingham 

Dr Paul Fowler Dr Daniel Brison Dr Kate Hardy 

Dr Richard Anderson Dr Keith Jones Dr Neil Evans Dr Amanda Pickard 
Dr Victoria Nixon Dr Lisa Thurston Dr Norah Spears Dr Elaine Watson 
 Dr Ann van Soom Ioannis Sfontouris 

(Postgradoc Rep) 
Prof Bob Webb 

 Rachel Webb 
(Postgradoc Rep) 

 Dr John Carroll 

 

 
SRF ARCHIVES 

 
At the last AGM in Aberdeen, genuine concern was raised about the steps being taken to preserve 
the history and archives of the Society following the closure of our offices at 22 Newmarket Road in 
Cambridge. Whilst Council had already begun considering this issue, at the time no definite solution 
had been identified, and all that could be given was an assurance that the matter would be looked into 
further. This task was handed to Daniel Brison, who was able to call on the advice of his wife – who 
happens to be an archivist. She advised us to contact the Wellcome Trust, who was eager to 
appraise the Society's past for inclusion in their Library. This collection houses the records of a 
number of prestigious Society's associated with the History of Medicine, making them accessible to 
the public as required. While current material needed to manage the Society's day-to-day affairs has 
been kept to hand, past correspondence, minute books, newsletters and various other materials have 
been transferred to Wellcome for cataloguing and preservation (about 14 boxes in all!). We are 
pleased that they will be secure in their new home, and will make a contribution to research into the 
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History of Medicine. Furthermore, they are relatively easily accessible should the need arise, as they 
are housed close to Euston Station in central London. 
 
The Wellcome Trust was not, however, interested in housing our commercial publications as they felt 
they were readily accessible in a number of libraries across the country. Nevertheless, as few (if any) 
libraries carry a complete set of the Society's publications (Journal of Reproduction and Fertility, 
Reviews of Reproduction, Reproduction and all 61 of the Supplements), especially the early 
Transactions of the Society for the Study of Fertility, we were keen to secure a new home for these as 
well. Fortunately, we have been able to transfer all of these to Nottingham University Press for 
safe-keeping (nearly 400kg of books!). Thanks go to Joanne Murray for taking on the task of packing 
and cataloguing all of these. 
 

 
SOCIETY HONOURS ± CALL FOR NOMINATIONS 

 
Sadly, the last call for nominations for Society Honours / Awards attracted no response at all from the general 

membership of the Society. Therefore, we would like to call again for nominations for the:  
 

·  Marshall Medal 2005 
·  SRF Distinguished Scientist 2005 

 
Nomination for both the Marshall Medal and for the SRF Distinguished Scientist should each take the form of a 
letter of commendation accompanied by an abridged CV for the candidate detailing: 

·  the area of expertise of the nominee 
·  major contributions of the nominee to the field of reproductive biology 
·  details of any professional honours already bestowed on the nominee 
·  an outline of the publication record of the nominee (total number of papers, indicating year of first 

publication) 
Although nominations can be made by any individual member of the Society (irrespective of non-

statutory/statutory status), the letter of commendation should list other members of the Society prepared to 
formally endorse the nomination.  
 
For reference, previous recipients of the Marshall Medal are listed on the Society's website, following the link 
from ªHonoursº. The SRF Distinguished Scientist Lecture has superseded the Amoroso, Hammond and Parkes 
lectures. Hence, individuals wishing to nominate a candidate for the SRF Distinguished Scientist 2005 might like 
to consult the lists of previous Amoroso, Hammond and Parkes Lecturers, available again via the ªHonoursº link 

on the Society's website. 
 
In the first instance, nominations for the above awards should be submitted to the SRF Programme Secretary at 
the following address: 

Tony Michael 
Department of Biochemistry & Molecular Biology 
University College London (RF Campus) 

Rowland Hill Street 
London NW3 2PF 
Telephone : +44 (0)20 7472 6441;  
E-mail : t.michael@rfc.ucl.ac.uk  
 

The deadline for receipt of nominations is FRIDAY APRIL 2 2004. The SRF Meetings Committee will consider 

nominations in the week commencing Monday April 5 2004; subsequently their recommendations will be 
submitted to SRF Council for the final selection. 
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FUTURE MEETINGS OF THE SOCIETY 

 
SRF Annual Conference 2004/Joint European Conference in Reproduction & 

Fertil ity 
(organised in conjunction with VFS, DGRM, SFEF and ESDAR) 

 
Venue:   Ghent University, Belgium 
Dates :   Monday April 5 to Wednesday April 7 2004 inclusive 
   (Opening reception on Sunday April 4 2004)  
Website :  www.srf-reprodu ction.org/events/ 
Chair of LOC :   Prof Ann Van Soom (Ghent University) 
Conference Sec't : Procon Conferences Ltd 
   postmas@procon-conferences.co.uk / +44 (0)1423 701433 
 
Symposium 1: Recent Advances in the Biology of Assisted Reprodu ction 
·  Intrauterine insemination – Steven Verberckmoes (Ghent, Belgium) 
·  In vitro follicle maturation in humans and domestic livestock – Helen Picton (Leeds, UK) 
·  Derivation of oocytes from embryonic stem cells – Hans Scholer (Pennsylvania, USA) 
·  Embryo-pathogen interactions – Ann Van Soom (Ghent, Belgium) 
·  Embryonic genome analysis – Heiner Neimann (Neustadt, Germany) 
 
Symposium 2: Emerging Concepts in Reprodu ctive Endo crinology 
·  Endocrine basis of cystic ovarian diseases – David H Abbott (Wisconsin, USA) 
·  Glucocorticoid metabolism and reproduction – Tony Michael (London, UK) 
·  AMH in the ovary: From receptor signalling to physiological function and clinical impact – Axel 

Themmen (Rotterdam, Netherlands) 
 
SRF Distinguished Scientist Lecturer 2004   -   Ken P McNatty  (Upper Hutt, NZ) The oocyte and 
its role in regulating ovulation rate: a new paradigm in reproductive biology 
 
Plus… SRF New Investigator Lecture 2004, SRF Student Prize Session and SRF Marshall Medal 
2004 (to be awarded at the Conference Dinner) 
 

SRF Annual Conference 2005/Fertili ty 2005 
(organised as a Joint Meeting of UK Fertility Societies in conjunction with the BAS and BFS) 

 
All details to be announced in or shortly after February 2004. 
 
We would be very pleased to receive suggestions for symposia topics and potential speakers for 
future conferences. If you would like to propose a subject to be covered in 2005 or beyond, please 
send details to the Programme Secretary, Tony Michael. 
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Travel Grants and Vacation 

Scholarships 
 

Would you like to receive funds to attend a 
scientific conference? Or have you a project 
ideal for an undergraduate student to carry out 
during their vacation? SRF meets some of its 
charitable objectives by offering travel grants 
and vacation scholarships to non-statutory 
members of the Society and other suitably 
qualified people. Details of the schemes and 
online application forms are available on our 
website at www.srf-reprodu ction.org/grants. 
If you would prefer a paper copy of the 
application form, please contact the Business 
Office. 
 
Students are entitled to apply for a travel grant 
during each year of their studies. Salaried 
members may receive up grants of up to £300 
in any two-year period. Why not apply for 
funds to attend the Annual Conference in 
Ghent? 

 
Have you renewed your 

membership? 
 

If you have not yet remembered to renew your 
membership for 2004, please use our online 
facil ity to do so www.srf-
reprodu ction.org/members.htm. You will 
need the username and password emailed to 
you last November to access this secure 
facility. If you have any problems (or have 
forgotten your username and password) 
please contact the SRF Secretariat for 
assistance. 
 
For those members who opted to pay by 
Direct Debit there has been a small delay in 
collecting payments, but please be advised 
that this will soon be rectified. This has 
resulted from the change over to our new 
secretariat and operating procedures. 

 
Public Consultation on Human Reproductive Technologies and the Law 

 
SRF members based in the UK might like to take part in an innovative online consultation into human 
reproductive technologies and the law being launched on Thursday 22 January 2004 at: 
www.tellparliament.net. 
 
The Hansard Society, an independent charity, has been commissioned by the Science and 
Technology Committee to run the forum, lasting for 6 weeks, which will establish the key issues for 
the Committee's inquiry into the future of the 1990 Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act. 
 
Recent court cases have challenged the 1990 Act on issues including the use of embryo research for 
therapeutic purposes, sex selection of embryos and consent relating to frozen embryos. This is the 
first time that an online consultation has been used in advance to set the terms of reference for a 
Committee's inquiry. 
 
People from all walks of life are invited to give their opinions and expertise and help set the tone of 
the inquiry. The Committee will consider whether to invite contributors to the online consultation to 
give oral evidence at the House of Commons. 
 
Participants can input their views and opinions on questions that the Committee is considering and 
respond to the points made by others. This will be an informed, deliberative discussion that will be 
closely moderated by an independent facilitator. 
 
To register for the consultation please visit: http://www.tellparliament.net/user 
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New Members 

 
The Society for Reproduction and Fertility exists to support its members! This may be a rhetorical 
statement, as without members, the Society would not exist. However, the more active members of 
the Society are, the more the Society can do for its members in terms of educational activities, 
publications, conferences and grants. If you know of someone who is studying or works in any aspect 
of reproductive biology, please encourage them to become members of the Society. Membership 
remains excellent value for money, and provides access to a wide variety of benefits including travel 
grants, studentships, discounted journals and much, much more. 
 
Applications for membership can be filled in online at www.srf-reprodu ction.org/forms/join.htm 
 

 
What category of member am I? 

 
This is a question I frequently ask myself(?!) Due to the complexities of operating as both a business 
and a charity, the Society has three categories of membership: Statutory Members, Non-Statutory 
Members and Honorary Members. 
 
Statutory members are eligible to vote on the how the Society conducts its business at the Annual 
General meeting. However, they are not allowed to apply to the Society for financial support in the 
form of grants. 
 
Non-Statutory members may apply to the Society for grant funding, but may not vote at the AGM 
(except in a ballot to co-opt a member to Council). 
 
Hono rary members are persons of special distinction in the field of reproduction. They are admitted 
by Council (with approval of the Society at the AGM). In recognition of their status their annual 
membership fees are waived. 
 
Any member (except an Honorary Member) can nominate a colleague for Statutory Membership of 
the Society. If you would like to have a greater say in the operation of the Society, please ask the 
Business Office for a proposal form. Your application must be approved by Council, but also requires 
ratification at the AGM. Therefore, in order to put all the paper work in place before April, please 
contact the Business Office (SRFSecretariat@procon-conferences.co.uk) before Friday 5th March 
2004. 

 

 
Honorary Members 

 
Would you like to nominate a colleague for the distinction of becoming an Honorary Member of the 
Society for Reproduction and Fertility? If you consider someone to be worthy of this tribute, please 
pass their details forward to the General Secretary, giving justification for your nomination and the 
name of a second, supporting member of the Society. Proposals for Honorary Membership may be 
put forward by both Statutory and Non-Statutory members of the Society. 
 



 
SRF Business Office, Procon Conferences Ltd, Tattersall House, East Parade, Harrogate HG1 5LT 

Tel: +44 (0)1423 56448 Fax: +44 (0)1423 701433 Email: SRFSecretariat@procon-conferences.co.uk 
www.srf-reproduction.org 

 

  
 

 
FORM A ± Statutory Members 

 
Nomination for Election to the Council of Management of the Society for 

Reproduction and Fertil ity 
 

This form should be returned to the SRF Secretariat, 
SRF Business Office, 

Procon Conferences Ltd, 
Tattersall House, 

East Parade, 
Harrogate, 

North Yorkshire, 
HG1 5LT, UK 

 
by no later than Friday 5th March 2004 

 
We nominate …………………………………………………………………for election to the Council of 

Management of the Society for Reproduction and Fertility. 

 

Name of proposer …………………………………………………… Signature: 

Name of seconder ..…………………………………………………. Signature: 

(Note: the Proposer and Seconder must be Statutory members of the Society.) 

 

To be completed by nominee: 

I accept the above nomination:  Signed:  

     Date:  

Please provide brief biographical details, outlining your suitability for election to Council (in less than 
100 words). These will be included on ballot papers circulated to the membership. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please indicate if you would like to be considered for a particular post on Council



 
SRF Business Office, Procon Conferences Ltd, Tattersall House, East Parade, Harrogate HG1 5LT 
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FORM B ± Non-statutory Members 
 

Nomination for Co-option to the Council of Management of the Society for 
Reproduction and Fertil ity 

 
This form should be returned to the SRF Secretariat, 

SRF Business Office, 
Procon Conferences Ltd, 

Tattersall House, 
East Parade, 
Harrogate, 

North Yorkshire, 
HG1 5LT, UK 

 
by no later than Friday 5th March 2004 

 
We nominate ¼¼¼¼¼ ¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼for co -option to the Council of 

Management of the Society for Reproduction and Fertility. 

 

Name of proposer ¼¼¼¼¼¼ ¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼ Sig nature: 

Name of seconder ..¼¼¼¼¼¼ ¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼ . Signature:  

(Note: the Proposer and Seconder must be Non-Statutory members of the Society.) 

 

To be completed by nominee: 

I accept the above nomination:  Signed:  

     Date:  

Please provide brief biographical details, outlining your suitability for co-option to Council (in less than 
100 words). These will be included on ballot papers circulated to the membership. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please indicate if you would like to be considered for a particular post on Council 


